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May 25, 2021 

 
Dear Seniors and Families, 
 
I hope this letter finds you all safe and well. 
 
We are currently preparing for graduation and looking forward to honoring and celebrating the Class of 2021!  
 
As a reminder, we ask that seniors come to the high school on Tuesday, June 15, 2021 from 12:00 noon to 
2:30 PM to pick up their graduation regalia, senior gift, graduation announcement, and two tickets. This 
information will not be mailed.  Please drive up to the Everit Avenue entrance, where staff will provide you with 
the above listed items. As part of this process, we will be providing a grab-n-go barbeque lunch for seniors to 
enjoy. Please wear a mask during the pick-up. 
 
As addressed previously, in order to comply with New York State event attendance guidelines, a total of four 
ceremonies will be held; two on Wednesday, June 23 and two on Thursday, June 24.  In the event of inclement 
weather, ceremonies may be rescheduled for 3:00 PM on June 23 or June 24. Friday, June 25 may also be utilized 
as an alternate date.  
 
Graduates have been assigned ceremonies by guidance counselor as follows: 
 

Counselor Graduation Date Time of Ceremony 
Ms. Rubenstein (All) & Mr. Rubin (A-Ba) June 23 9:00 AM 
Mrs. Leder (All) & Mr. Rubin (Be-K) June 23 12:00 noon 
Mrs. Rotella (All) & Mr. Tochterman (F-Le) June 24 9:00 AM 
Ms. Conrad (All) & Mr. Tochterman (Li-S) June 24 12:00 noon 

 
 
While we look forward to celebrating this momentous occasion in person, we must adhere to New York State 
guidance. To that end, please note the following: 
 

 Seniors are obligated to complete the District health app prior to attending their scheduled ceremony. 

 Guests will need to complete a paper health questionnaire upon arrival. For your convenience, blank 

questionnaires will be distributed with the graduation tickets to be completed prior to arrival. 

Additional copies will be available the day of graduation. 

o Any individual who (1) displays symptoms consistent with COVID-19, (2) has tested positive for 

COVID-19 within the last 14 days, or (3) within the last 14 days was in close or proximate 

contact of an individual who had symptoms of COVID-19 or tested positive for COVID-19, is not 

permitted to attend the ceremony. 
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 All attendees at the ceremony must wear a mask or face covering at all times.  After receiving their 

diplomas, graduates will proceed to take a picture with the photographer. At this time, the 

graduates may remove their masks for the photo only. 

 As detailed by the health department, graduates will not be allowed to throw their graduation caps 

at the conclusion of the ceremony. 

 Seniors should arrive at their designated ceremony 45 minutes before the start of the event and 

report directly to the outside gym entrance adjacent to the sports concession stand.  Arrival times 

are as follows: 8:15 AM for the 9:00 AM ceremony and 11:15 AM for the 12:00 noon ceremony. 

Seniors must be dropped off as limited parking will be available on the grounds of the high school. 

 Seniors, please make sure to have your cap, gown, and cords with you upon arrival.  Please leave 

all personal items at home as entrance to the building will be prohibited. Please have 

appropriate attire on under your gown and wear comfortable shoes, as the ceremony will be taking 

place on the turf field. 

 On ceremony days, parking for parents/guardians will be available in the East Rockaway 

Road non-numbered parking spots. 

 Restroom facilities will be limited and refreshments will not be provided.  Guests and graduates 

will be provided with a bottle of water. 

 Parents/guardians will enter the gate adjacent to the tennis court.  Upon entering, please 

proceed to the bleachers.  All other gates will be secured. 

 Parents/guardians will be seated on the bleachers on a first come, first served basis. Seating 

will be marked indicating social distancing compliance for guests. There is no reserved seating. 

 CDC and NYSDOH cleaning and disinfection protocols will occur between ceremonies, including 

bleachers, handrails, and more. 

 Each ceremony will be live streamed for family and friends to view from the comfort of their own 

homes. Ceremonies will also be recorded so they may be viewed at a later date. 

 Seniors will be seated in a custom sports chair during the ceremony. The chair is a gift from the 

District and should be folded and removed by graduates at the conclusion of the ceremony.  

Thank you in advance for your cooperation and understanding. We are looking forward to a memorable 
celebration for the Class of 2021. Stay safe and well. 
 
Yours truly, 

 
William R. Galati, Ed.D.                                    
Principal 

 
 


